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Synopsis

The fascinating story of the rise of Asian Americans as a politically and socially influential racial
groupThis groundbreaking book is about the transformation of Asian Americans from a few small,
disconnected, and largely invisible ethnic groups into a self-identified racial group that is influencing
every aspect of American society. It explores the junctures that shocked Asian Americans into
motion and shaped a new consciousness, including the murder of Vincent Chin, a Chinese
American, by two white autoworkers who believed he was Japanese; the apartheid-like working
conditions of Filipinos in the Alaska canneries; the boycott of Korean American greengrocers in
Brooklyn; the Los Angeles riots; and the casting of non-Asians in the Broadway musical Miss
Saigon. The book also examines the rampant stereotypes of Asian Americans.Helen Zia, the
daughter of Chinese immigrants, was born in the 1950s when there were only 150,000 Chinese
Americans in the entire country, and she writes as a personal witness to the dramatic changes
involving Asian Americans.Written for both Asian Americans -- the fastest-growing population in the
United States -- and non-Asians, Asian American Dreams argues that America can no longer afford

to ignore these emergent, vital, and singular American people.
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Customer Reviews

While growing up in New Jersey in the 1950s and '60s, Zia was provided with plenty of American
history by her teachers, while her father inundated her with stories of China’s past. Yet she was left

wondering about people like herself, Asian Americans, who seemed to be "MIH--Missing in History."



In this ambitious and richly detailed account of the formation of the Asian-American
community--which extends from the first major wave of immigration to Gold Mountain" (as the
Chinese dubbed America during the gold rush) to the recent influx of Southeast Asians, who since
1975 have nearly doubled the Asian-American population--Zia fills those absences, while examining
the complex origins of the events she relates. The result is a vivid personal and national history, in
which Zia guides us through a range of recent flash points that have galvanized the Asian-American
community. Among them are the brutal, racially motivated murder of Vincent Chin in Detroit in 1982;
the devastating riots in Los Angeles in 1992, where almost half of the $1 billion in damages to the
city were sustained by Korean-American shop owners; and the embattled South Asian New York
City cab drivers who, in May of 1998, banded together with the New York Taxi Workers alliance and
pulled off a citywide strike. The recent boom in the Asian-American population (from half a million in
the 1950s to 7.3 million in 1990), coupled with Zia’s fresh perspective, makes it unlikely that their
stories will go missing again. (Mar.) Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text

refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Asian Americans have only recently emerged as a cohesive, self-identified racial group. Now,
award-winning Asian American journalist Zia traces the changing politics and cultures of this
significant but disjointed group of people by examining the incidents that helped galvanize them.
Drawing on both family stories and public events (everything from the Vincent Chin affair to the
boycott of Korean American--owned stores in Brooklyn) Zia surveys the history of Asian Americans,
the rapid development of their new political force, and the unique issues they face. This well-written
book is an important addition to the growing field of Asian American studies. Recommended for
public and academic libraries.-Mee-Len Hom, Hunter Coll. Lib., New York Copyright 2000 Reed
Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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